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Revision Guides
History for Secondary 1 & 2

Packed with comprehensive notes and well-designed questions based on the latest 
History syllabus, these essential revision guides speed up students’ learning process and 
helps them to revise effectively.

• Provide scaffolding, explanations and worked examples for handling various source-
based case studies and structured-essay questions with useful examination tips.

• Prepare students for their examinations with guided answers based on the latest History 
syllabus coverage.

• Trust in revision guides written by Wong Bee Ting, an established author, teacher and 
curriculum specialist.

History for Secondary 1 
9789814801942 • $11.50

History for Secondary 2 
9789814801959 • $11.50
Publishing in 3rd quarter of 2022

NEW

All About History: Modern World Revision Guide
Secondary 3 and Secondary 4 [Express / Normal (Academic)] 

Speed up students’ learning processes and help them revise more effectively with the 
perfect companions to the Unit 1 and 2 textbooks, packed with comprehensive notes and 
well designed questions based on the latest History Syllabus issued by the Ministry of 
Education, Singapore. 

•  Summarise key facts for easy understanding with clear and concise study notes. 
•  Provide support and understanding with useful examination tips and worked examples 

for handling various source-based case studies and structured essay questions. 
•  Prepare students for examinations with guided answers.

Chapter

1 Impact of World War I  
in Europe

What do I need to know?   

Post World War I Tick (4) when 
finished revision

Paris Peace Conference, 1919

•	 Explain	the	aims	of	the	major	powers.	

•	 Explain	why	the	major	powers	had	different	intentions.	

•	 Explain	the	terms	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles.	

German reactions to the Treaty of Versailles

•	 Explain	the	reactions	of	the	Germans	to	the	Treaty	of	Versailles.	

•	 Explain	why	the	Germans	were	upset	with	the	Treaty	of	Versailles.	

•	 Evaluate	whether	German	reactions	to	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	were	justified.	

League of Nations

•	 Explain	the	aims	of	the	League	of	Nations.	

•	 Know	the	structure	of	the	League	of	Nations.	

•	 Explain	the	successes	and	failures	of	the	League	of	Nations	in	the	1920s.	

•	 Reasons	for	the	weakness	of	the	League	of	Nations.	

At	the	end	of	World	War	I,	the	victorious	leaders	came	together	to	discuss	peace	settlements	after	the	
war.	However,	each	leader	wanted	different	things	from	the	peace	settlement.	One	of	the	outcomes	
of	 the	peace	 settlement	was	 the	 signing	of	 the	Treaty	of	Versailles.	Another	outcome	of	World	
War	I	was	the	establishment	of	the	League	of	Nations.	It	was	formed	to	work	towards	ensuring	a	
devastating	war	like	World	War	I	would	never	happen	again.	

Topic Summary
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Chapter

2 The Cold War and the 
Korean War

Cold War tensions that surfaced immediately after World War II and in the late 1940s were mainly 
centred in Europe. However, from 1950, Cold War tensions had manifested themselves in other parts 
of the world, including the Asia-Pacific region. The Korean War started as a civil conflict between 
leaders of North and South Korea determined to unify the whole of Korea under their respective 
rule. However, the civil conflict soon became part of the Cold War tensions as global superpowers 
and regional powers such as China became involved in the conflict. The Korean War also had a 
profound impact on the development of the Cold War.

Topic Summary

What do I need to know?   

Tick (✔) when 
finished revision

• Explain the reasons for the outbreak of the Korean War 

• Explain the role of global superpowers and regional powers in turning the 
 Korean War into a Cold War conflict 

• Explain the impact of the Korean War on the development of the Cold War 

2.1 How did tensions within Korea become part of the Cold War? 
Background to the Korean War 

• Korea had been part of the Japanese empire since 1910 until Japan’s surrender in World War II in 1945. 

• While under Japanese rule, opposition was not tolerated in Korea and industrial development during this 
period was for Japan’s benefit. As a result, the Koreans resented Japanese rule and wanted an independent 
Korea after Japan’s defeat in World War II. 

Post-war occupation of Korea: partition of Korea 

• At the Potsdam Conference, the Allies agreed to divide Korea into two occupation zones along the 38th 
parallel. The USA would occupy Korea south of the 38th parallel, while the Soviet Union would occupy the 
northern section. 
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What were the aims of the League of Nations?
Collective security 

•	 The	main	role	of	the	League	of	Nations	was	to	maintain	world	peace	through	collective	security.	If	one	state	
attacked	another,	the	member	states	of	the	League	would	act	together	collectively	to	stop	the	aggressor.	This	
is	in	contrast	to	individual security,	where	countries	protected	their	own	interests	and	security	on	their	own.

•	 Instead	of	resorting	to	military	alliances	or	war,	the	League	of	Nations	would	also	allow	for	open	discussion	
of	security	issues.			

Disarmament

•	 Members	of	the	League	would	also	work	towards	disarmament	—	the	reduction	of	their	military	strength	as	
another	way	to	preserve	world	peace.	

•	 According	to	President	Wilson,	one	of	the	reasons	for	the	outbreak	of	World	War	I	was	due	to	the	fact	that	
various	countries	in	Europe	were	afraid	that	other	countries	were	better	equipped	in	ammunition	and	had	
better	weapons.

•	 Thus,	Europe	was	engaged	in	an	arms	race	on	the	eve	of	World	War	I.	The	race	to	build	the	best	army	and	
biggest	navy	led	to	tensions	in	Europe.	

•	 Thus,	by	working	towards	disarmament	under	the	League	of	Nations,	it	was	hoped	that	such	tensions	would	
be	reduced,	hence	reducing	the	chances	of	another	war.	

How would the League of Nations maintain world peace? 
•	 The	League	of	Nations	could	use	several	ways	to	maintain	world	peace.

Method How this would maintain world peace

Military	sanctions •	 In	theory,	the	League	could	use	military	force	to	stop	aggressor	nation	or	
nations.

•	 However,	it	had	no	army	of	its	own	and	would	depend	on	the	volunteer	forces	
from	member	countries.

Sanctions	arbitration	 •	 The	League	could	act	as	a	‘referee’	by	calling	nations	to	discuss	the	problem	
peaceably	before	the	Assembly	of	nations.

•	 The	League	could	also	issue	warnings	if	the	offending	nation	did	not	comply	
with	the	Assembly’s	decision.

Economic	sanctions •	 The	League	could	get	member	nations	to	impose	economic	or	trade	sanctions	
on	the	offending	nation.

•	 Members	would	stop	trade	with	the	aggressor	nation,	and	its	members	would	
then	pressure	the	offending	nation	to	obey	the	League’s	decisions.

Disarmament •	 A	special	Disarmament	Commission	would	organise	disarmament	
conferences	to	push	for	disarmament	for	each	nation.

Moral	persuasion •	 Members	of	the	League	could	come	together	to	publicly	condemn	the	
wrongdoings	of	a	nation.	It	was	hoped	that	this	would	pressure	the	offending	
nation	to	stop	its	aggressive	actions.
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• Both superpowers agreed that Korea should be unified under a provisional government. However, the USA 
was reluctant to allow Soviet dominance, for fear of communist influence expanding to the whole of Korea. 

• The USA, with the help of the United Nations (UN), called for free elections to establish the government of 
Korea. However, the Soviet Union and North Korea refused. This resulted in the USA and the Soviet Union 
supporting two separate Korean leaders.

South Korea North Korea

•  Elections were held in the South and Syngman 
Rhee, a staunch anti-communist, was supported 
by the UN and the USA.

•  Syngman Rhee gained a majority of the votes and 
became the President of the Republic of Korea in 
1948.

•  However, Rhee’s rule was authoritarian and was 
ruthless in putting down any dissent.

•  Nevertheless, Rhee was still supported by the 
USA who saw him as more favourable than a 
communist leader.

•  The Soviet Union refused to hold elections in 
the north as it wanted to ensure communist 
dominance.

•  With Soviet support, the North Koreans 
established the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea (North Korea) with Kim Il Sung as its 
leader. 

•  Kim was also determined to unite the whole of 
Korea under one rule.

Desire for unification by South and North Korean leaders

• Both Rhee and Kim wanted to unify Korea under their own rule. Both leaders appealed to their Western 
supporters for military aid and assistance.

• Rhee appealed to the USA and the UN. It wanted to unite the whole of Korea and was willing to use force 
to achieve this. The Americans were wary and did not want to become involved should war break out. Thus, 
although the USA continued to provide economic and military aid to South Korea, such aid was limited. As 
such, the South Korean army was only lightly armed. 

• Kim also made several trips to convince Stalin to provide economic and political support to rebuild Korea 
and wage war on the South. While Stalin agreed to provide aid, he made it clear that the Soviet Union did 
not want to be directly involved in Korea. Nevertheless, the North Korean People’s Army (NKPA) was 
heavily armed with Soviet tanks and weapons. 

• Both Rhee’s and Kim’s regimes claimed to be the rightful rulers of a unified Korea. The hostility between 
these leaders made the possibility of peaceful reunification remote and increased the possibility of armed 
conflict. Tensions also heightened when Soviet and American troops withdrew from Korea.

Importance of Korea in the context of the Cold War

Significance of Korea to the Soviet Union and the communist bloc

•  The Soviet Union wanted to secure the Korean Peninsula and incorporate it into the communist bloc of 
countries to maintain its growing power.

•  Korea was significant due to its geographical proximity to China and the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union 
also hoped to use Korea as a platform to spread their ideology in the Asia-Pacific region and establish 
satellite states, just as it did in Eastern Europe.

•  The Soviet Union also became more confident after it achieved atomic parity with the USA, having 
successfully exploded its own atomic bomb in August 1949.
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All About History: Southeast Asian Revision Guide
Secondary 3 and Secondary 4 [Express / Normal (Academic)] 

Equip students with the essential skills for History ‘O’ Level with the perfect companions 
to the Unit 1 and 2 textbooks, full of comprehensive notes and tips to explain skills 
needed to tackle source-based and structured essay questions, based on the latest 
History Syllabus issued by the Ministry of Education, Singapore. 

•  Improve understanding with clear and concise study notes that summarise key facts.
•  Aid students in interpreting a variety of sources and answering questions on a wide 

range of topics. 
•  Facilitate learning with suggested frameworks and detailed answers to all questions.

Chapter

1 Overview of the 
European Colonisation 
of Southeast Asia

1.  Reasons for European colonisation of Southeast Asia
2.  Response of Southeast Asia to European expansion
3.  Impact of European colonialism on Southeast Asia

Study Notes
What you need to know:

1. Reasons for European Colonisation of Southeast Asia
15th to 17th Centuries
The promise of wealth from trade, especially in spices, attracted the Europeans to Southeast Asia.

•	 Southeast	Asia	had	an	abundance	of	spices	(e.g.	pepper,	nutmeg,	mace,	cloves)	highly	valued	in	Europe.

•	 The	spice	trade	route,	originally	controlled	by	Persian,	Arab	and	Indian	traders,	passed	through	Southeast	
Asia. 

•	 The	Europeans	searched	for	alternative	routes	and	sought	to	secure	their	share	of	the	profits	of	the	spice	
trade.

The	Europeans	established	outposts	and	trading	stations,	and	signed	treaties	with	Southeast	Asian	rulers.	

From the Mid-19th Century
There was a shift in policy to European expansion and colonisation in Southeast Asia.
Examples:

•	 British	established	control	over	Malay	Peninsula	and	Burma.

•	 France	established	French	Indochina	(Cambodia,	Vietnam	and	Laos).

•	 Dutch	gained	control	over	Sumatra,	Borneo,	Celebes	and	Java	in	Indonesia.
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Extracting Relevant Information
What does this source tell you?

1.		 Information:	What	is	the	information	provided	by	the	source?
2.		Inference:	What	can	be	inferred	from	this	source?	

A: Extracting Information from Pictorial Sources
1. Cartoons
Cartoons	usually	reflect	what	the	cartoonist	thinks	of	an	issue	or	event.	Political	cartoons	are	about	political	
issues	or	events.	

To	examine	a	political	cartoon,	make	the	following	observations:

1.	 What	is	the	activity?
2.		Who	are	the	people?	(e.g.	their	nationality,	social	status	or	occupations.)
3.		What	type	of	body	language	is	seen?	(e.g.	facial	expression)
4.		Are	there	symbols?	If	so,	what	do	they	mean?
5.		Are	there	words?	If	so,	what	do	they	say?	What	do	they	mean?

These	observations	will	help	us	determine	the	cartoonist’s	viewpoint	on	the	topic	or	event.

Example 1

‘Learning civilised ways is hard work’

Skills Focus

Source: From	the	New	York	State	Education	Department.	New	York	State		
	 Global	History	Pilots,	Spring	1997.	Internet.	 
	 Available	from	http://www.p12.nysed.gov/guides/social/partiii1.pdf,		
	 page	57.	
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Chapter 1 Introduction 1

This book is written with students taking History examinations in mind. All History 
examinations will test students’ abilities in handling Source-based Questions and 
Structured-essay Questions. This book offers guidance and tips on how to answer 
these questions well and ace the examinations.

There are two books under this series of developing skills for the revised ‘O’-Level 
History Elective syllabus. This book (Book 1) will focus on:

✦ Skills involved in answering Structured-essay Questions.

✦ Basic skills in answering Source-based Questions: 
 • Making basic inferences
 • Drawing inferences on purpose
 • Comparing and contrasting
 • Testing reliability
 • Evaluating usefulness/utility
 • Testing a hypothesis/assertion

✦ Content covered for Source-based Questions are based on Secondary 3 topics of 
Communist Russia and Nazi Germany.

Book 2 will focus on:

✦ Skills involved in answering Structured-essay Questions.

✦ Higher order Source-based skills such as:  
 • Comparing reliability
 • Comparing usefulness
 • Other hybrid questions

✦ Content covered for Source-based Questions are based on Secondary 4 topics of 
Korean War and the Cuban Missile Crisis.

A  What it covers:
✦ The examination formats and requirements.

✦ The type of sources used in Source-based Questions.

✦ The various types of skills tested, questions that can be set and suggested 
approaches to answer the questions well.

Introduction
Chapter1
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B  Understanding the Approach
Understanding the features of this book will enable you to use it more effectively. Each chapter teaching a skill 
provides: 
• an introduction on what each skill entails;
• examples of questions that can be set to test a particular skill;
• steps in answering questions testing the particular skill;
• worked examples to demonstrate how to answer the questions testing the particular skill. Worked examples 

apply to both ‘O’-Level;
• suggested starters for answers;
• tips (Do’s and Don’ts) to help you score better marks;
• practice questions with suggested answer frameworks; and
• suggested Level of Response Marking Schemes for practice questions to help you mark your own work.

C   Understanding the Requirements of History 
Examinations

AT A GLANCE
The ‘O’-Level History Examinations

‘O’-Level
History Elective: 2204/3Subject Code

Duration of paper 1 hour 40 minutes

Number of sections 2
(Section A: Compulsory Source-based Question)
(Section B: Structured-essay Questions)

Section A: Compulsory Source-based Question

Number of questions set 1

Number of questions attempted 1

Number of sub-questions 5
✦   Questions 1 to 4 will test candidates’ abilities to interpret and 

evaluate sources.
✦  Question 5 will test candidates’ abilities to use the sources 

and their contextual knowledge to test a hypothesis.

Total marks for Source-based Question 30 marks

Maximum number of sources used 6

Word limit per source 150

Chapter 1 Introduction2
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History: Developing 

Skills for Modern World 
History Secondary 3

Secondary 3 
9789810634490 • $12.10

Secondary 4 
9789814767804• $14.85

All About History: Developing Skills for Modern World History
Secondary 3 • Secondary 4 

Provide guidance to help students reinforce knowledge and develop their exam 
techniques with the perfect companions alongside the All About History textbooks, 
including practice questions and exam tips. 

• Revise and reinforce knowledge with summary notes for key points. 
• Ensure students have everything they need to answer source-based and structured 

essay questions, with examples of questions, instructions on how to interpret them and 
the skills required to answer them. 

• Practice and troubleshoot exam technique with examination tips. 
• Encourage self-assessment and analysis, with answers provided in the back of the book.
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